
Crime & Punishment Summary: Section 2 – Chapter 1 
 

After the murder, Raskolnikov collapses into a deep sleep. Upon awakening, he is 
terrified; he has slept for so long that he fears that he is going mad. He remembers 
the items that he had stolen and his failure to hide them or to lock the door of his flat 
— this was madness. As he hides the items, he begins to wonder if his punishment 
is already beginning and after a few stirrings and attempts to hide his loot in a hole in 
his room, he surrenders himself to mingled sleep and delirium. 

Again he awakens to Nastasya's pounding. The porter is with her and he hands 
Raskolnikov a summons to report to the police. Nastasya does not want him to move 
since he has had a fever since the day before. As he dresses, he is repulsed by the 
thought of wearing the bloody socks, but since he has no others, he is forced to do 
so. On the way to the police station, he thinks that he might just confess it all and be 
done with it: "I shall go in, fall on my knees, and tell the whole story." 

When he reaches the police station, he is almost overwhelmed by the "sickening 
smell of fresh paint. . .from the newly decorated rooms." The small crowded rooms, 
the lack of fresh air, the confusion as to why he is there, and the intolerable waiting 
make him feverish. Finally, after waiting in increasingly feverish anticipation, he 
discovers that he has been called to the police station because his landlady is suing 
him for back rent.  

As Raskolnikov is told of his offense, he goes into a rather lengthy explanation of his 
relationship to his landlady and we learn that he was previously engaged to the 
landlady’s daughter. The police instruct him to sign an I.O.U. and release him. As he 
signs the paper, he overhears the police nearby discussing the murder of Alyona 
Ivanovna and Lizaveta, and he faints in the middle of the police station. When he 
recovers, he brushes away any questions and hurries home thinking that the police 
must suspect him of the murder. 

Questions and Notes to consider (think through these only – they will help you to remember 
and answer any questions tomorrow, as well as gain a deeper insight into the book). 

- Note the staining of the blood. Lady Macbeth? 
- Note his almost immediate desire to confess, which is repeated several times 

- what in particular makes him so desirous of confessing? 
- to what does he confess? 

- Why is the smell of paint so overwhelming? 
- Why does he faint? 
- Do the police actually suspect him… ? 

 

 
 
 



Crime & Punishment Summary: Section 2 – Chapter 2 
 

Upon leaving the police station, Raskolnikov is afraid that the police have searched 
his room in his absence, but he soon sees that no one has entered. He empties all of 
his "loot" into his pockets and makes plans to hide it somewhere. He leaves, and 
after walking a long way, he finds himself in a park. He moves a huge rock aside and 
hides his stolen goods under the rock. 

He remembers that he had promised himself that he would visit his friend 
Razumikhin the day after the murder and so he goes to visit. Raskolnikov says that 
he has come to ask for lessons. Razumikhin kindly offers him a job translating 
German texts into Russian, and when discussing the wages he will receive, 
Raskolnikov suddenly makes to leave, despite Razumikhin’s entreaties to know 
where he is going and where he is living. Raskolnikov ignores him and leaves, much 
to Razumikhin's disbelief. 

Raskolnikov walks absent-mindedly toward the river and is almost run down by a 
coach and horses and is struck with a whip by the coachman. As he stands rubbing 
his back, he suddenly feels someone thrust money into his hand because he looks 
so much like a beggar. He immediately throws the money away. 

When he returns home, he dreams* that the police officer Ilya Petrovitch is beating 
his landlady. He is awakened by Nastasya who realises that he is sick and who goes 
to get him some water just as he collapses into unconsciousness. 
 
* watch for this dream in the BBC series – they do it really well. 

Questions and notes: 
 

- Why does Raskolnikov not bother to count the money and inventory his takings? 
 

- What is the symbolism of Raskolnikov burying the loot (after initially wanting to 
throw it away)? What does it suggest about his motives for killing the old woman? 
 

- Note: his immediate compulsion to throw away ‘charity’ – both from the honest 
wages Razumikhin offers, and the money from a passer-by.  
 
Why? 
 

- What might the dream symbolise? What are/might be the dominant emotions 
associated with this dream? 

 
  



Crime & Punishment Summary: Section 2 – Chapter 3 
 

Raskolnikov remains in a limbo between consciousness and delirium for several 
days during which Nastasya and Razumikhin take care of him. When he awakens, 
he discovers a stranger in his room. The stranger has come to deposit with him 35 
roubles that his mother has sent to him (around $1,000 ASD) Raskolnikov tries to 
refuse the money, but Razumikhin insists that he take it and still protesting, he signs 
an acknowledgment of the receipt of the money. 

Razumikhin chides Raskolnikov because he has been so detached and distant from 
his landlady, who is after all, very shy and rather a nice woman. Razumihkin reveals 
that he has been able to cajole the landlady into being of great service to them. He 
tells also of the good attention by Dr. Zossimov who has been in constant 
attendance to him. He tells how Zametov, the police chief, has also visited him, and 
when Raskolnikov becomes upset by this, Razumikhin explains that Zametov only 
wanted to get to know him. He also tells how Raskolnikov has been almost neurotic 
about clutching his dirty socks while he was unconscious. Raskolnikov is bewildered 
to come out of his delirium and find all of the attention being paid to him. 

As Raskolnikov goes back to sleep, Razumikhin takes some of the money and goes 
out to buy new clothes for Raskolnikov, and with the help of Nastasya, they put his 
new clothes on him. 

Questions & notes: 
 

- Why is he so feverish and ill? 
 

- Why do you think Raskolnikov wants to refuse the money? 
 

- Note Razumikhin’s picture of the landlady, in contrast with Raskolnikov’s – who at 
the beginning was ‘afraid’ of her. What might this suggest – about the landlady, and 
about the difference between Raskolnikov and Razumikhin? 
  

- Note his recovery from illness and new clothes: what might this symbolise, in terms 
of a new ‘path’ for Raskolnikov from this point? 

 

 


