
 

 

Crime & Punishment: Part 1 - Chapter 5 – summary and excerpts 
Before he reaches Razumihkin's place, Raskolnikov changes his mind but promises that he will 
go "the day after, when that is over and done with," but then in despair he wonders if it will really 
happen. It frightens him so much that he goes into a tavern and has a glass of vodka. Since he 
is unaccustomed to alcohol, he walks unsteadily to a park and immediately goes to sleep. 
Before he describes the dream Dostoevsky gives us this insight into a particular kind of dream: 

In a morbid condition of the brain, dreams often have a singular actuality, 
vividness, and extraordinary semblance of reality. At times monstrous images are 
created, but the setting and the whole picture are so truthlike and filled with 
details so delicate, so unexpectedly, but so artistically consistent, that the 
dreamer, were he an artist like Pushkin or Turgenev even, could never have 
invented them in the waking state. Such sick dreams always remain long in the 
memory and make a powerful impression on the over- wrought and deranged 
nervous system.  

 

Extension: read Raskolnikov’s dream/memory (it’s worth a read! Freud himself was a big fan of 
Dostoevsky and his intuitions into the unconscious mind). 
 
From page 84 – 91 – warning though: the dream is very graphic and confronting.  

 
He dreams that he is back in his childhood, seven years old, and as he is walking with his 
father, he sees a drunken peasant trying to make his old horse pull a heavy wagon full of 
people. When the crowd laughs at him and the ridiculous spectacle, the peasant becomes 
angry and begins beating the old, feeble horse. He beats so ferociously that others join in the 
"fun." Finally they begin to use crowbars and iron shafts. The old horse at first tries to resist, but 
soon it falls down dead. The boy in the dream, feeling great compassion for the stricken and 
dead mare, throws his arms around the beast and kisses it. All through the dream the peasant 
owner is screaming that the mare was his and he had a right to do whatever he wanted to with 
her. 

Upon awakening from the dream, Raskolnikov renounces that "accursed dream of mine" and 
wonders in horror whether he really wants to commit his crime. He then renounces (gives up) 
“this accursed fantasy of mine" – he thinks to himself it is because he will never summon up 
enough resolution to actually do it. 

However, as he walks through the Hay Market, he overhears a conversation between 
tradespeople and Lizaveta Ivanovna, the half-sister to the old pawnbroker. During the 
conversation we learn that on the next night "at seven o'clock in the evening the old 
woman (Alyona Ivanovna) would be at home alone."… 

 

Crime & Punishment: Part 1 - Chapter 6 – summary and excerpts 
 
Raskolnikov remembers that Lizaveta has the appointment with the tradespeople because she 
acts as a go-between for impoverished families forced to sell their goods. He then remembers 
that he had the address of Alyona Ivanovna from a fellow student and even before he went to 
see her he had "felt an irresistible dislike for her." 
 
Extension: read the conversation – pages 97-100 

While he is thinking about how obnoxious the pawnbroker is, he recalls a conversation he had 
previously overheard between two young officers who had recently had business with her, 
where they list all of her horrible flaws. Alyona Ivanovna is spiteful, cranky, and hateful. She 



 

 

charges an exorbitant, usurious interest rate (five to seven percent), is sadistic, and even beats 
her half-sister, Lizaveta. She greedily forecloses on clients if one is even one day late, causing 
poor people to lose valuable property. 

Raskolnikov hears the two officers justifying a proposition that the old woman was a detriment to 
society because she actively causes harm and destroys the lives of innocent people by her 
usury (usury = lending money at high % rates). On the other hand, a person could kill her and 
use the money to save "scores of families… from beggary, from decay, from ruin and 
corruption… Would not thousands of good deeds wipe out one small transgression?” The 
supposition ends when one of the officers asks the other: "Would you kill the old woman with 
your own hands?" Both agree that they would not, and that is the end of it. 
After recalling this conversation, Raskolnikov begins to make preparations by sewing a noose 
into his overcoat and wrapping the ‘pledge’ (what he plans to give her as a deposit) securely. He 
goes to steal an axe, but Nastasya, the servant, is sitting in the door. He takes an axe from the 
porter’s room instead. These preparations delay him and it is 7:30 p.m. before he reaches the 
pawnbroker's apartment building. As he arrives, he notes that there is an empty flat under the 
pawnbroker's and workers are in there painting it. He climbs to Alyona Ivanovna's flat and rings 
the doorbell several times, but no answer. Finally, as his nerves begin to weaken, she opens the 
door… 


