
Crime & Punishment Summary: Part 3 – Chapter 1 
 

After Raskolnikov recovers from his fainting spell, everyone seems at a loss for 
something to say. Without warning, Raskolnikov throws a dark cloud over everything 
by announcing that he is not only violently opposed to Dunya's engagement, but he 
also forbids her to sacrifice herself to such a scoundrel as Luzhin. He says "I may be 
infamous, and even so, I would disown such a sister." 

- Consider: is Raskolnikov going too far in threatening to disown his sister? Is this 
done as an honest attempt to save her from Luzhin, or for other, personal 
reasons? 

Razumikhin attributes Raskolnikov's outburst to his illness and suggests that it would 
be better to leave him alone for the present. When Pulcheria Alexandrovna wants to 
remain with her son, Razumikhin points out that Dunya cannot remain alone in such 
dreadful lodgings that Luzhin has secured for them. When all agree, he escorts them 
to their lodgings, promising to return later and bring Dr. Zossimov with him.  

Razumihkin, who is quite drunk at the time, is so enthralled with Dunya that at one 
point, he gets down on his knees in the middle of the street and kisses her hand. He 
has obviously formed a sudden and strong infatuation for her. Interestingly, this is 
the first (and one of very few) time that the narrative point of view leaves 
Raskolnikov, and follows Razumikhin, Dunya and Pulcheria instead. 

Questions and Notes: 

- Note: that even though Razumihkin is quite drunk, he is still extremely courteous and 
helpful, perhaps even charming, leaving a favourable impression upon both women. 
 

- Note: the introduction of love as a theme. 
 

- Extension – read some of the passages with the drunken Razumikhin and judge 
whether you think he should feel ashamed of his behaviour, or not. 
 
pages 285-291 there are some good examples. 

 

Crime & Punishment Summary: Part 3 – Chapter 2 
 
Razumikhin awakens the next day remembering everything about his talk the 
preceding night and he is ashamed of his drunken behaviour. He washes and 
dresses in clean clothes (motif) before reporting to Dunya and Pulcheria. He goes to 
check with Dr. Zossimov who is satisfied with Raskolnikov's progress but is disturbed 
about his monomania (fixation on something) concerning the painters and the 
murders. 

- Why might Razumikhin feel ashamed? Can you relate? 
 

- Note: Monomania is exaggerated or obsessive enthusiasm for or preoccupation with 
one thing. 

- Note: that this chapter starts (again) with Razumikhin, instead of Raskolnikov. 



Razumikhin goes immediately to Pulcheria who wants to hear about her son. He tells 
that he has known Rodya for almost two years and that at times Rodya fluctuates 
between two characters. "He has been suspicious and fanciful. He has a noble 
nature and a kind heart. He does not like showing his feelings and he is not at all 
morbid, but simply cold and inhumanly callous at times. Really it is as though he had 
two separate personalities," and he fluctuates between two aspects of his character.  

Razumikhin then tells of Raskolnikov's past engagement to the landlady's daughter 
who was an invalid, strange, and positively plain if not ugly. 

- What is the significance of explaining Raskolnikov’s previous desire to marry the 
ugly daughter of his landlady? How does this change our perception of him?  
 

- What might this foreshadow? 
 

- Note: Raskolnikov’s double, or ‘split’ personality – this is central to the text:  
Why is it so important to Dostoyevsky? Is it a criticism of his character? Or a way for 
us to understand him better? 
 
Note: the word “Raskol” in Russian means ‘split’ or ‘double’. 
 

- Consider: the modern understanding of psychotic criminals, as well as schizophrenics, 
as being ‘divided selves’. 
 
This idea helped Freud to coin his own term “split personality syndrome” 
 

- Also note the connection to Frankenstein and his monster… (which you guys have not 
studied). 

Pulcheria, with Dunya's permission, shows Razumikhin a letter received this morning 
from Luzhin. In it he writes of his involvement until tomorrow night when he will call 
on them. He explicitly, earnestly, and "imperatively request that Rodion Romanovitch 
(Rodya) shall not be present at our meeting." He further threatens that if his request 
is ignored, he shall leave. He then reports that he has seen Raskolnikov in the flat of 
a notorious drunk who was run over and dying, and "he gave the daughter, a 
notoriously ill-conducted female [that is, a prostitute] almost twenty-five roubles." 

- How does Luzhin’s letter dispose the reader towards him? 
 

- Does it help, or hinder, our feelings for Raskolnikov? 

Pulcheria Alexandrovna cannot understand her son's actions as reported by Luzhin. 
They leave to go see Raskolnikov, but Pulcheria Alexandrovna is so frightened to 
see her son that she can hardly stand up. 

Note: the physical effects of Rodya’s behaviour starting to impact more than just himself (his 
mother). 

  



Crime & Punishment Summary: Part 3 – Chapter 3 

Dr. Zossimov reports that Raskolnikov is much better, but he is still pale, abstracted, 
and gloomy and looks "like a man who has been wounded or suffered intense pain." 
He concludes that whatever caused this collapse, they must remove these unhealthy 
influences. 

BIG QUESTION: if Raskolnikov has already committed the “Crime” – then 
when does the Punishment start? Has it already… ? 

Pulcheria is so pleased to see her son that she narrates with deep emotion their fear 
upon arriving in St. Petersburg since Luzhin was unable to meet them. They were 
frightened to be left alone, and she asks her son if he knows what it is like to be 
utterly alone. Raskolnikov then remembers Marmeladov's aloneness and confesses 
that he has given all of the money she sent him to a poor woman whose husband 
was just killed. He admits that it was not right of him — that to help others a man 
must have the right to do so — and he had no right to squander his mother's hard-to-
come-by money. 

- Do you agree with Raskolnikov? Did he have the right to use the money his mother 
had sent him to help the family pay for Marmelodov’s funeral? What would you have 
done? 
 

- Note: his mother’s initial reference to loneliness seems to have a profound impact on 
Raskolnikov… perhaps he is realising something new. 
 
Loneliness is a motif developed throughout the book. 
 

Raskolnikov then begins to feel impatient with his mother, even though he 
remembers how much he loves them in their absence. Pulcheria suddenly 
announces that Marfa Petrovna (Svidrigailov’s wife) is dead and attributes it to her 
husband's beating her. Suddenly, Raskolnikov cannot stand their presence and 
"makes for the door" but is detained. 

He tells of his affair with the landlady's daughter and describes how plain she was, 
but even if she had been lame "or hump-backed" he "might have loved her even 
more." He insists that Dunya cannot marry Luzhin: "I do not withdraw from my chief 
point. It is me or Luzhin. If I am a scoundrel, you must not be. One is enough. If 
you marry Luzhin, I cease at once to look on you as a sister." 

- Can you identify with Raskolnikov becoming annoyed and frustrated with his parent, 
although remembering how much he misses her when not present? 
 

- Note again Raskolnikov’s insistence to disown his sister… why is this so important to 
him? Do we get any new insights here? Are his actions selfish, or noble? 

Dunya makes an elaborate justification of her engagement and then suddenly, with 
no provocation or reason, Raskolnikov withdraws his objections saying "Marry whom 
you like!" Dunya shows him Luzhin's letter, and Raskolnikov, amused by it, simply 
comments that Luzhin wants "to slander me and to raise dissension between us."  



Dunya implores Raskolnikov to come to the interview with Luzhin. She also invites 
Razumikhin… 

- Can you find here another example of emotion vs reason… does this suggest his 
emotional reaction to Luzhin marrying Dunya is therefore correct, because it is an 
emotional reaction? 
 

- Raskolnikov’s personalities fluctuate greatly in this chapter… in his thoughts and 
interactions with his sister and mother. Their presence seems to have brought forth 
new sides to him and helps to exacerbate the suffering he is feeling. 
 

- Raskolnikov also believes that "It became suddenly plain and perceptible that he 
would never again be able to speak freely of anything to anyone." 
 
> How might this challenge (one of) his fundamental purpose/s in committing the 
crime? 
 

 

 

 


