
 

 

Class 12 English Main Lesson: Crime & Punishment 
Lessons 1-3 – Wednesday, May 6-8 – Student Work & Instructions 
 
read and do the following tasks. How you space out the work is up to you. If it were me, I would do 
the reading & notes and quote work today, the history and context tomorrow, and the author’s 
biography on Friday.  
 

1. Read the other two documents first: Introduction to Main Lesson  and Introduction to Crime 
& Punishment 
 

2. Open your Main Lesson book. On the third page, please write down the list of dot-point 
questions “Crime & Punishment poses many questions to readers” found in the document 
Introduction to Crime & Punishment.  
 
Write these questions out neatly, and so that they take up the whole page. 
 
Pretty impressive list of questions a book can ask a reader, is it not? 
 
 

3. Quotes  
 
Consider the following quotes 

 
- “Glory is fleeting, but obscurity is forever.” 
- “If you want a thing done well, do it yourself.” 
- “Great ambition is the passion of a great character.” 
- “Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 
- “The ends justify the means.” 

 
These are all quotes from great leaders, statesmen or political thinkers. They are all highly relevant 
to Crime & Punishment. 
 
Now consider the following quotes from C&P. 
 
Quotes from Crime & Punishment 
 

- “What do people fear most? A new step, a new word of their own.” 
 

- “It's not a matter of permission or prohibition. He will suffer if he is sorry for his victim. 
Pain and suffering are always inevitable for a large intelligence and a deep heart. The really 
great men must, I think, have great sadness on earth…” 
 

- “To go wrong in one's own way is better than to go right in someone else's.” 
 

- Would not one tiny crime be wiped out by thousands of good deeds?” 
 

- “In short, I maintain that all great men or even men a little out of the common, that is to 
say capable of giving some new word, must from their very nature be criminals—more or 
less, of course.”  

 



 

 

Your task: choose one of these quotes and explain (your understanding of it) in as much depth as 
you can. (Note: it is possible to write an essay on each of these quotes. I am not expecting this – 
but see how much you can unpack from what is in the quote). 
 
 
 

4. Research task: History & Context. Research the history and context of Russia and of the 
book itself. 
 
How much you put into this is up to you – it is fascinating learning. You can do your own 
research, for example searching for “context of Crime and punishment” and seeing what 
you can find out. 
 
Or, you can get everything you need for this task from the following website: 
https://www.college.columbia.edu/core/node/1766 
 

 
Write up your findings in your Main Lesson book under title “C&P – History & Context”. 
Feel free to use dot-points to summarise some of your findings. Sub-headings could be 
useful. 
 
How much or how little you choose to do is up to you. 
 
 
 

5. Research Task: research and write a biography (in your ML book) of the author, Fyodor 
Dostoevsky (note: his name is also translated as “Dostoyevsky” by some – both are 
considered “correct”.  
 
Please try to give a picture of who he was as a person, rather than an a ‘listing’ exercise. 
Try to put some heart into your picture of the artist. 
 
Please leave a reference list at the bottom of the biographies you read to get your 
information. 
 
I highly recommend you read a few different biographies, not only are they very interesting 
(he had a very interesting life indeed, and one that we need to understand in order to 
understand Crime & Punishment) but every different biography I read, I learn something 
different about him. 
 

 
Extension: Focus on his life at the time he was writing Crime & Punishment – heavily in debt, 
gambling problems, trying to save his brother’s life, writing several books at the same time, etc – 
all fascinating stuff)  
 
 
That’s it for the first week - we will start reading/hearing the story on Monday (and there will be 
less work to do – just reading the story and answering a few questions (won’t be too many 
questions). 


