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language barrier, balances these challenges. Such shifts between ease and
difficulty characterise the journey to come, as Robyn overcomes challenge
after challenge, enjoying periods of relative calm in between.

The incident with Bub prompts Robyn to undertake more self-assessment:
she feels ashamed that she could not be ,terrif 

ied with any dignity, (p.123),
confessing that it would often be her animals who would suffer from this
flaw in her personality. This contrasts with her previous claim that she treats
the camels'like porcelalp'(p.117), and is evidence that she can be an
unreliable narrator.

0 Robyn discusses the history of the Aboriginal reserves (p.11g).
What evidence does the text offer that her explanations may be
coloured by personal experiences or biases?

Chapter 7 (pp.125-47)
Summary: Robyn approaches Ayers Rock and begins to encounter
tourists; Rick and Jen meet her at Ayers Rock; Robyn and Rick
have sex; Dookre is rnjured and they rest for six weeks in Docker,
during whrch time Robyn flres to Alice and back; Robyn dances with
lndtgenous women but is left feeling hopeless about her trip.

The initial novelty of the journey wears thin as Robyn tires and finds herself
plagued by the insensitive presence and intrusive curiosity of passing tourists.
The reality of the daiiy trudge sets in and she realises that her remarkable
journey has not yet brought the ,great 

clap of the thunder of awareness that,
as everyone knows, knocks people sideways in deserts,; rather, she is,exacily
the same person'as when she set out (p.127).yet at the same time she is
already observing change in herself, such as her new obsessjonal Ievels of
organisation. Again, this is evidence of the unreliable narrator.

Despite the tedious presence of tourists, Robyn is still deeply moved by
Ayers Rock, and she swallows her objections to the ranger,s view that it is
'the blacks'who are a nuisance in the area. \/hen Rick arrives to photograph
her there, she is cynical about the images, feeling that his photography, while
beautiful, tells Iies about the real world.

When the tension between them reaches a head, Robyn poses an ultimatum
and they finally overcome some of their conflicts to become friends, though
tensions swiftly build again. This fraught combination of conflict and respect
is soon complicated by the element of sex in their relationship. perhaps

L
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