
 

 

Class 12 Literature Main Lesson: Crime & Punishment 
Lesson 6: Thurs, May 13 – Student Work & Instructions 

 
1. Add any new characters to your “Characters” page. 
 
2. In your Main Lesson book, write the title “Part 1 – Chapter 5”  

 
a) What do you think dreams are? Where do they come from? Do they have a purpose?  
 
b) Have you had many memorable, vivid (aka archetypal)  dreams, that have stuck with 
you through your life? Consider them… 
 
I will ask you to reflect on one or more of these dreams in our next Main Lesson, next 
term. 
 
c) explain, in as much details as you can, your interpretation of Rodya’s dream;  
consider such things as:  
- the point of the wider narrative at which it occurs; 
- the dominant emotions and feelings associated with the dream; 
- which of the different character/s in the dream do you think might represent Rodya 
himself?   
- his thoughts upon waking; 
-  what might his subconscious/unconscious mind be trying to communicate to his 
conscious mind? 
- Why might Dostoevsky have included the dream (what’s its purpose)? 
 

3. In your Main Lesson book, write the title “Part 1 – Chapter 6”  
 
a) Consider the role of destiny (or fate) in these two chapters: 
 
On the one hand, we have Raskolnikov’s subconscious trying to tell him something, and 
he does seem to momentarily change his mind; but then he happens to overhear: 
 
- the exact time that she will be alone in her flat; 
- a conversation between two people he has never met, discussing how horrible she is, 
and that she deserves to die – although it is important to note this exchange at the end 
of their conversation: 
 
‘No, you stay, I’ll ask you a question. Listen!’ 
‘Well?’ 
‘You are talking and speechifying away, but tell me,  
would you kill the old woman yourself?’ 
‘Of course not! I was only arguing the justice of it.... It’s  
nothing to do with me....’ 
‘But I think, if you would not do it yourself, there’s no justice about it.... .’  
 

  
Your task: Put yourself in Raskolnikov’s position – how would overhearing the exact time she 
will be alone, and the conversation that initially gave him the idea, make you feel? Would you 
feel that the universe was telling you to murder the old woman? Or would you think it just 



 

 

coincidence? Or, would you think something else? Elaborate…  
 
 

4. Read Chapter 7 – It’s a brilliant chapter. The tension and suspense are first-rate. 
 
That is all for this week. More of the story next week (we’ll have to move faster to get through 
it, which just means more reading of chapter summaries), as well as watching the first-part of 
the BBC mini-series, and illustrating one key moment from Part 1… 
 
Weekend homework: think of a key moment from the text so far that would make a good 
front-page illustration. 


