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Japan’s Population Dynamics 

 

1. Using Figure 8.2 on page 113, please answer the following questions: 

a. In what year did Japan’s population peak? 

b. How many people lived in Japan during that year? 

c. What percentage of the population is predicted to be over 75 years old 

in 2060? 

d. What percentage is predicted to be under 20 years old in 2060? 

 

2. Use the glossary of the textbook to find the definition for a hyper-aged 

society. 

 

3. Now the worldometers website to help you find current information about 

Japan’s population dynamics. 

https://www.worldometers.info/world-population/population-by-country/ 

 

Use the correct units within your answers (i.e. fertility rate it the average number of 

children per women) 

 

1. What is Japan’s current population? 

2. What does Japan rank in the world in regards to population size? 

3. Is the natural percentage growth increasing or decreasing and what does this 

mean? 

4. Population density. 

5. Japan’s fertility rate. 

6. Median age. 

7. Percentage of people living in urban environments.  

8. If you click to find out more information on Japan, scroll down to find what 

Japan ranked in the world in 1960, in regards to population size.  

https://www.worldometers.info/world-population/population-by-country/
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9. In Japan’s Population forecast, what is the predicted median age of Japanese 

people in 2050? 

10. What is the natural population decrease predicted to become in 2050? 

11. What is Japan’s life expectancy? 

12. Infant mortality rate? 

13. What are the three largest cities in Japan? 

 

4. Summarise the dot points on page 114 which suggest the reasons for Japan’s 

high life expectancy: 

•   

•   

•   

•   

  

5. Summarise the dot points on page 114-115 which suggest reasons for Japan’s 

low fertility rate: 

•   

•   

•   

•   

•   

•   

•   

 

6. What is the interesting trend in fertility rate that is evident in Figure 8.5 on 

page 115? 
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7. Now using your knowledge of the demographic transition model and using 

Figure 8.3 on page 113, decipher the years in which Japan was in Stage 3, 

Stage 4 and then Stage 5 of the DTM. 

 

8. Use Figure 8.4 on page 114 to describe and quantify the differences in 

population structure between 1950 and 2050 (predicted). (100-150 words) 

 

9. To finish, Japan’s birth rate shows a significant dip in 1966. This has been 

attributed to it being a year of the Fire Horse. Research how this affected the 

number of babies being born in 1966. (50-100 words) 


